nS                              LOTH AIR.

ceremony of high import, where his guardian was to
officiate, and where the foundation was to be laid of the
reconciliation of all Churches in the bosoni of the true one.
Then in the afternoon Lothair had been long engaged to a
match of pigeon-shoo ting, in which pastime Bertram ex-
celled. It seemed there was to be a most exciting sweep-
stakes to-day, in which the flower of England were to
compete; Lothair among them, and for the first time.

This great exploit of arms was to bo accomplished at t.lio
Castle in the Air, a fantastic villa near the banks of the
Thames, belonging to the Duke of Brecon. His Grace had
been ofiended by the conduct or the comments of the outer
world, which in his pastime had thwarted or displeased him
in the free life of Battersea. The Duke of Brecon was a
gentleman easily offended, but not one of those who ever
confined their sense of injury to mere words. He prided
himself on ' putting down ' any individual or body of men
who chose to come into collision with him.. And so in the
present instance he formed a club of pigeon-shooters, and
lent them his villa for their rendezvous and enjoyment.
The society was exquisite, exclusive, and greatly sought
after. And the fine ladies, tempted of course by tho beauty
of the scene, honoured and inspired the competing con-
federates by their presence.

The Castle in the Air was a colossal thatched cottage,
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built by a favourite of King George the Fourth. It was
full of mandarins and pagodas and green dragons, and
papered with birds of many colours and with vast tails.
The gardens were pretty, and the grounds park-like, with
some noble cedars and some huge walnut trees.

The Duke of Brecon was rather below the middle size,
but he had a singularly athletic frame not devoid of sym-
metry. His head was well placed on Jiis broad shoulders,
arid his mien was commanding. He was narrow-minded
prejndioed, but acute, and endowed with an unbending